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ITOMAN, Okinawa -- Okinawa Prefecture |
marked 76 years since the end of the Battle il _
of Okinawa on Wednesday, commemorating ‘
those who died in the fierce battle in the
closing days of World War I1.

Family members were among those who
offered prayers from early in the morning at - _
the Peace Memorial Park in the Mabuni area of Itoman, where the last major fighting in the
battle took place.

The ceremony for the annual Okinawa Memorial Day at the park was scaled back to limit
attendance to about 30 people, as Okinawa is the only prefecture currently under a state of
emergency due to the novel coronavirus.

Normally, about 5,000 people, including members of the general public, attend the ceremony
organized by the prefectural government and the prefectural assembly, but this year Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga and other Cabinet members were not invited to prevent the spread of
infections.
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